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01:17 to 02:42 


DJ 


DJ 


My name is David Johnston, when I was in the seventh grade my teacher 
asked me what I wanted to be and I said I wanted to be a bum. At fifteen I 
got booted out of my happy home. And, I actually bummed for about 3, 3 % 
years, and then I joined the navy in April of 1941. And, I put 6 years in the 
navy, I got out in April 1947. What do you want me ... what else do you 
want to know? 

That was fine, we'll just carry on the conversation. So, when you said you 
were a bum, what did that mean? 

A hobo, that means I go knock on people's doors and ask them for 
something to eat, if they got something to do that, that I can earn a meal or 
whatever. And did never had anything, well only one time did they have 
anything to do, mostly they just gave me the meal. And I learned, I could 
walk around the house and know if I was gonna be successful or not, I 
learned to observe certain things, and ... I was pretty good at it. 


02:43 to 05:00 


I 
DJ 


What made you want to join the navy? 

Well ... this going to sound funny. I knew the first day, September 1939 that 
United States was going to go to war. I presumed it was going to be with 
Germany, but I knew, but ... I knew that war wasn't going to be fought 
without American troops. I went ... in my bumming around I wound up in 
San Bernadino, California. I had a great aunt out there and ... O well, they 
had a draft in, 1941, before that I guess, and I wasn't really a draft dodger, 
but I had though I like to be the master of my own destiny rather than have 
somebody tell me, which branch of service I could go into. And I went ... 
the navy marine core offices were side by side in the recruiting building or 
whatever it was, and I went into marine core office, we don't want you, you 
don't have any high school. I'd never been beyond the eighth grade. Right 
next door, I went into the navy recruiting office and they greeted me with 
open arms. Uh, it took a little while for me to get in, because uh, my dad 
had to sign and he didn't want to sign. And, but I ... bullied my way in and 
uh, but I went in and out of ... patriotism is kind of a ... naughty word as far 
as I'm concerned. But really, that was why, that was the basis of my 
wanting to go into the service. 


05:01 to 06:01 


I 
DJ 


How did you convince your father to sign for you? 

I had, I told the recruiter I said I'd been bummin' around or been away 
from home for four years and I don't see that he's got any thing to say 
about what I do. And course remember now, the next, very next month I 
was going to have to register for the draft anyway. They ... they wrote the 
sheriff, in whatever county he lived in, and cause he held the papers. And 


told him to either return the papers, to either signed or unsigned, if he 
didn't sign them I was going to be ordered to the court in San Bernadino. 
He signed them. But thats, it wasn't real terribly easy for me to get in. 


06:02 to 07:26 


I 
DJ 


I 
DJ 


So where did you go to basic training and where were you stationed? 

Uh, naval training station in San Diego ... California. I think its now closed, 
but it was one of, I think three training stations at the time. 

And what were you training to be, what were you in school for? 

When I got out of boot camp. If you don't ... if you don't ... if you don't go to 
school you, become a seaman. Start off as apprentice seamen. Uh, but 
when I got out of boot camp they were crying for aviation personnel. 
People in aviation. Well I had very little uh, knowledge of mechanics and 
uh, so I couldn't get aviation machinists made because they flew, I wanted 
to be one, but they flew, because they flew. So they sent me to aviation 
metal smiths, and I, school, and I went up to Alameda, California, which 
was, I could see the aircraft carriers out there in San Francisco Bay. I was 
up there for uh, 16 weeks. 


07:27 to 08:00 


I 
DJ 


When did you get assigned to Pearl Harbor? 

From there. And, the instructor says, when they say Patrol Air-wing, you 
wanna smile real pretty. So, when they said Patrol Air-wing 2, I smiled real 
pretty. They uh, I was initially assigned to just a Patrol Air-wing 2 and then 
further assigned to a squadron when I arrived out there, when I arrived at 
Pearl. 


08:01 to 08:23 


I 


DJ 


What went through your mind when you heard you were going to be 
stationed to Hawaii? 

Nothing. I didn't, I didn't ... Hey I'm just a poor country boy, I don't know 
anything. I've been around the United States, but I don't know ... I don't 
know what Pearl Harbor is or where it is or anything. 


I 


DJ 


What did you find, when you got there, what was life like on the island 
prior to the attack? 


10:00 to 11:01 

I So, your duty station for the short time you were at Pearl, prior to the 
attack, Your unit was already dispatched. 

DJ Say that again. 

I Your unit was already at Midway and you were waiting to rendezvous with 
them while you... 

DJ No, no, no... Its difficult to if you don't know anything about the situation. I 
can tell you a little bit about it if you like. There were 15 or 16 patrol 
wings. Patrol wing number 1 was at Ken E Way Bay and patrol wing 
number 2 was at Pearl. Beyond that I don't know anything except that 
patrol wing 10 was in the Philippines, and they would, they might show up 
later ... lets start again, what was your question? 

11:02 to 11:38 

I So, do you remember the day of December 6", the day before the attack? 

DJ It was an uneventful day, I had. By the way, among the artifacts that I pack 
around, I have ... I don't think I have it here, but I have my first liberty pass 
for, for Ford Island. My chow pass for the dining hall at the, you know ... ok 


your turn. 

11:39 to 12:38 

I So, after December 6" being relatively uneventful, you're there for the 
seventh. 

DJ Lets back up for a second. 

I By all means. 


DJ It so happened that BP-22, the planes and crews arrived back home on the, 
on the afternoon, late afternoon of the fifth. So, while I had a little more to 
do now, I got all the guys to clean up after for ... but other than that it was 
uneventful, because they went on liberty, after all they were gone for 45 
days and, they had time to make up for it. So uh, that was the only thing 
that was significant about the sixth, particularly that I had a little bit more 

clean up to do or whatever. 


So, the morning of the 7" happens, could you just describe to us what you 
saw and when you saw it? Just describe that day to us. 


there and saw a plane banking like this, and I could see the insignia on the, 
I don't know who's it was, so I turned back into the barracks and I said 
‘Boys, I don't know who those planes belong to but they're not ours, we're 
at war’. And, blankets and sheets started to fly off, because, the guys were 
sleeping it off, after all they just got back ... you know been out doin' what 
ever sailors do on Saturday night. And uh, started to fly and everybody hit 
the deck ... went down the broad staircase between the first floor and 
second floor and at the bottom of the staircase, stairwell, was a lobby. I'm 
gonna say twenty, twenty-five feet square. With glass windows and doors 
where the exit was out to the ... stairway that went down outside of the 
barracks. To the right was the dining hall ... and uh, course one thing I 
didn't mention, somebody always knows what to do. Somebody said 'Get to 
the first floor. Get to the dining, go to the dining hall'. Somebody 
mentioned it, that the barracks had, that they were two story barracks. At, 
where the dining hall was that was a three story, so it was an extra, an 
extra floor to absorb the force of the bomb. You know what I'm saying. So, I 
turned right and went into the dining hall ... and the tables and benches 
were already full of sailors that had jumped into the water and swam to, 
swum, swam to the island. And this is one on the things that I wanted to 
talk about, that I wanted to say. That probably nobody, probably you even 
haven't heard of her before. In that dining hall was a, good looking young 
lady, in Sunday business, or in a business suit. Sunday going to meeting, 
which is the way I thought of it. And she was taking care of, giving 
whatever, giving whatever aid and comfort she could to these, and and you 
know they were covered in oil, covered in bunker oil. And it didn't make 
any difference to her, she just, did her thing. At the other end of the dining 
hall a guy from the fire department comes in and he wanted volunteers for 
his fire department. Well I had nothing better to do, so I volunteered to go 
out in the fire truck. And uh, the first run was, to a couple of ... uh building 
that were ... uh... off ... I thought it for many years that they were officers, 
married officers quarters. Uh, turns out that they, at least the one that I 
went into, was the marine comonounce ... residence. And uh, we went 
down there, it was right on shore from the, from the Arizona. And they 
were afraid that the, that the flames, or the heat from the Arizona and the 
sparks and stuff would set the roof on fire. So, they went down to put foam, 
to spray foam on the roof, to keep it from going up. And uh the first thing, 
the first thing ... the fire chief or whoever was in charge said, someone go 
through the barracks, I mean the building and make sure that there's 
nobody there. So, I went in the front door, went through to the back of the 
building, kitchen, cut through the bedroom and back out the front door. 
That was the first time ever I'd been in a stranger's, in a stranger's home 
or bedroom or anything. Well, turns out that we didn't have the right kind 
of foam, so we just watered the roof down. And went on to the next call, 
which was a, BOQ. And, we went down there, turns out it was a... false 
alarm, and so we turned around and went back to the fire station. And, I 
think probably the closest to ever being afraid that day, and riding on the 
back of this fire, of this nice red fire engine. And right overhead there was 
a... not a friendly ... and that's our boy, I'm kind of exposed here if that guy 


decides to dip his nose down and, dip his nose and start firing, I'd , I 
wouldn't be here, but it was a passing thought, only lasted as second or 
two. He went on his way and we went on ours. 

20:17 to 23:05 

I Did you see the torpedoes being dropped on battleship row? 

DJ Yes I did. 

I Can you tell us about that? 

DJ I'm coming down the stairs ... coming into this lobby. And one of them that 
I saw, one of the torpedos that dropped went into the Oklahoma. That was, 
well my ... field of vision was relatively limited, so I just saw that one, but 
... course, you know what happened to the Oklahoma, bottom side up. But 
uh, so ... I didn't, I didn't ... I wasn't there on a pleasure trip, I was there, I 
had things to do or find out if I had things to do, so I didn't stand around 
and watch to see what happened. Later on I went down to the uh... I 
started down to the hanger ... I heard the, heard, felt the Arizona going up. 
I could, I had a guy here today, put his hand on my back, and I was just 
being a wise guy but, I told him I could still feel it, and I can, I still sense 
the concussion. I was quite a ways away, I was a quarter, half mile away. I 
happened to have my back to the ... to the, to the whatever barracks and 
the Arizona. And I could feel the concussion of the, the Arizona going up. 
The other thing that I saw, there use to be a picture, and I think they 
remember, I think they put it on this logo, remember Pearl Harbor. A 
picture of the ... I think the picture was actually of the, of the ... downs, or 
one of the ... tin cans that was in, the dry dock with the Pennsylvania. And I 
must have been standing right next to the photographer because that was 
the picture I carry in my mind, separate from, from the ... the one that they 
published. I'm don't know if you've ever seen it or not. The one of the, of 
the ... quite an explosion. 

23:06 to 25:03 

I What sticks in your mind, you you sound like you covered a lot of territory 
that day? 

DJ There were a lot of things that stuck in my mind. One of the things ... you, 
you know that the Nevada got under way? Our hanger was at the junction 
of the entrance to the harbor. Where the harbor split, you go out to the 
ocean that way, this way you go to the navy yard, this way you go to Pearl 
City, and whatever's back there. And, the Nevada's heading out to sea ... 
and for whatever reason they stopped and swung crossways to the channel. 
And then, it was long enough to where it would do a good job of blocking 
your channel if run aground, or sank there or whatever. And back down, 
there's,there's, I never could remember what the name of the area was that 
back down into. I watched for a little while. O and and, the smaller ships 
were getting out of the channel as fast as they could go, and every time 
that one of them would go, well, and the sailors on the Nevada, course they 
were all wearing white hats yet, still. And they were lined up at the rail, 
and every time one of, every time a ship made it out to sea, three raws and 
cheers, three raws and cheers ... Ya, Ya ... toss their hats up in the air 
whatever ... I was kind of impressed with that. 

25:04 to 29:05 


DJ 


What changed on the island after the attack ... what changed on the island 
after the attack? 

Well ... let me give you a little background. The island, the navy had no ... 
per say had no anti-aircraft, other than what was aboard the ship. Our 
defense was suppose to have been provided by the army. There was a ferry 
that went from the navy yard over to the island. One of the things that 
happened during the attack, the bunker oil from the ships caught on fire 
and the whole area between the island, and the navy yard was engulfed in 
flames and everything that was wooden along the, along the edge of the, 
that part of the harbor, burned. Including our fare slip. We had a ferry that 
would run back and forth between the navy yard and Ford Island ... so 
there wasn't anyway to get back and forth. Except by, by liberty boats. So 
even though there wasn't any anti-aircraft on the island ... there wasn't 
anyway for any to get over there either. It was kind of a handicap. So, uh, 
uh ... I don't know if I'm doing this right and I'm not putting it in the proper 
sequence but, as I went down to the hanger, one of the things that 
impressed me, there was a native, a Hawaiian, on a bulldozer, working out 
on a sea plane ramp ... had a pile of burn loom loom ash, o maybe fifteen, 
twenty feet tall ... whatever, whatever height it was. And you could see, you 
know some parts of loom loom don't burn very well like, like cylinder 
engines, cylinders and that kind of stuff, so, so there were bits and pieces 
of something besides loom loom ash ... um ... one of the things that 
happened, the guys from 22 ... as soon as they got out of the barracks they 
ran down to the hanger, and they started, salvaging 50 caliber machine 
guns out of the aircraft. And, the welding shop, we had our own welding 
shop, squadron had all its own shops and ... and the welding shops built 
tripods, to mount these 50 caliber machine guns ... and that was what our 
air defense, that was what the air defense was there, and up at the, up at 
the ... administration building, they had a, a row of, guys with, springfield 
WWI, WWI springfield rifles. That was, that was what the had for, and one 
of the things that I did, I went into the administration building and helped 
build up ammunition for the, the machine guns whatever. I kept busy all 
day. 


29:06 to 29:38 (end) 


I 
DJ 


So, you were there for the second wave as well? 

Uh, at the moment I can't, years ago I use to, use to remember the 
delineation between the first and second, I can no longer, I can no longer 
recall that period of time, I know that there were two waves, but I don't, 
but I don't know what the uh, it doesn't register anymore. 


